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Use of Vasopressin and Corticosteroids During Cardiac
Arrest
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Wyckoff MH, et al. ALS Task Force

PICOST (Population, Intervention, Comparator, Outcome, Study
Designs and Timeframe)

Population: Adults with cardiac arrest in any setting
Intervention: Administration of the combination of vasopressin
and corticosteroids during CPR

Comparator: Not using vasopressin and corticosteroids during
CPR

Outcome:

A. Critical: Health-related quality of life; survival with favorable
functional outcome at discharge, 30, 60, 90, or 180 days, or 1
year; and survival at discharge, 30, 60, 90, or 180 days or 1 year
B. Important: ROSC

Study design: RCTs were eligible for inclusion. Observational
studies and unpublished studies (eg, conference abstracts, trial
protocols) were excluded.

Time frame: All years and all languages were included if there
was an English abstract.
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We suggest against the use of the combination of vasopressin
and corticosteroids in addition to usual care for adult IHCA
because of low confidence in effect estimates for critical
outcomes (weak recommendation, low to moderate-certainty
evidence).

We suggest against the use of the combination of
vasopressin and corticosteroids in addition to usual care
for adult OHCA (weak recommendation, very low— to low-
certainty evidence).
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